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Dr. Catherine M. Eagan

Las Positas College, Spring 2007

English 1A, Section V03: Critical Reading and Composition

MW 12:30-1:45 pm, Room 1828

Blackboard Web site:  http://clpccd.blackboard.com/ (Bb course login page)

Office, Room 2175; Phone, 925-424-1272; E-mail, ceagan@laspositascollege.edu
Office Hours: M 4:30-5:30 pm; TR 10:30-11:30 am; W 9-9:30 am (1200), 10:30 am-12pm

Welcome!  English 1A is a transfer-level reading and writing course, designed to engage you in college-level reading, writing, and critical thinking.  The course will also provide you with practice in reading and understanding texts in a variety of nonfiction disciplines and genres, including history, sociology, mass communications, and autobiography.  This practice will not only prepare you for writing well in different kinds of college courses, but for writing well in different workplace environments and situations.  I hope to provide you with the tools to excel in your writing, so that you may come to view writing not just as a task, but also as a satisfying challenge to your powers of intellect and creativity.

Our writing for this course will center on the theme “Myths and Truths of American Identity.”  Our primary textbook is divided into six areas of inquiry regarding Americans’ perceptions (and misperceptions) of what defines America and American culture:  the model American family, education and empowerment, individual opportunity, equality of the sexes and of sexualities, the melting pot of cultures and ethnicities, and freedom and democracy.  As we read and reflect on the essays contained in this anthology and on two additional full-length works, you will consider how the readings connect to and perhaps revise your sense of what America is, and how your life as an individual and as a denizen of the Livermore-Amador Valley and/or the San Francisco Bay Area relates to this “Americanness.”

The first portion of this syllabus will serve as our “contract” for the course—it outlines my expectations and your rights and responsibilities.  We will review it together on the first day of class, and you will initial each section to show that you have read and agreed to that section’s contents.  The second portion of the syllabus, the course schedule, will be announced day by day in class and posted on Blackboard, LPC’s course management system, shortly after the conclusion of each day's class session.  I will also post some provisional due dates for the major assignments of the semester on Blackboard.  I recommend that you note the assignment for the next class in your class notes when you are in class and then double-check Blackboared for the exact details of the assignment before completing it and returning to class.  I will also make handouts available for downloading on Blackboard.  If for some reason I have been unable to update the Blackboard, you will still be held to the assignment I announced in class.  Contact me or your classmates for the assignment.  If you are absent and miss any assignment announcements and/or changes, you will still be expected to return to class with them completed; if Blackboard has not been updated, call one of your classmates for the assignment.  
Student’s Initials ________
REQUIRED TEXTS AND MATERIALS:

Colombo, Gary, Robert Cullen, and Bonnie Lisle.  Rereading America: Cultural Contexts for Critical Thinking and Writing. 6th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2004.

Conley, Dalton. Honky. New York: Vintage, 2001.

Graff, Gerald, and Cathy Birkenstein. They Say, I Say: The Moves that Matter in Academic Writing. New York: W. W. Norton, 2006.
Hacker, Diana.  A Writer’s Reference. 6th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2006.

Hertsgaard, Mark. The Eagle’s Shadow: Why America Fascinates and Infuriates the World.  Reprint ed. New York: Picador, 2003. 

Paul, Richard, and Linda Elder.  How to Read a Paragraph (and beyond): The Art of Close Reading. Dillon Beach, CA: The Foundation for Critical Thinking, 2003.
Two three-ring binders: one large, one small

Loose-leaf hole-punched paper, dividers, and pocket folder or zippered case for large binder.

“GoPrint” Card

Computer Disk (must be IBM compatible) or jump drive 

A 3-hole puncher 

A stapler, either mini or standard

Rereading America will serve as the primary textbook for the class.  Honky and The Eagle’s Shadow will serve as the two book-length works required for this course:  Honky is one man’s autobiographical account of growing up as a white boy in a predominantly black neighborhood, and The Eagle’s Shadow is a reporter’s exploration of the world’s love/hate relationship with the United States. Finally, A Writer’s Reference is a valuable resource for the grammatical and stylistic conventions of Standard Written English.
I also require that you purchase two three-ring binders.  The first should be fairly large, and you should purchase two different varieties of dividers for it.  The primary set of dividers should be labeled “Syllabus and Course Schedule,” “Reading and Class Notes,” “TBA Hour,” “Essays and Peer Editing,” and “Research Paper.”  The additional instructor assignments described below will be filed in the appropriate section, and I will give you guidance on this: for example, essay prewriting assignments will be filed in “Essays and Peer Editing” and extra written responses to the reading will be filed in “Reading and Class Notes.”  You should hole-punch and staple all your essays and arrange them chronologically in the essay section when they have been returned to you.  If you write any drafts that you do not formally submit, you should also staple and hole-punch them and arrange them with the other drafts in chronological order. Purchase hole-punched loose-leaf paper for the sections of your binder that require it.  You will also purchase an additional, slimmer, three-ring binder (or 3-holed folder) and dividers for the submission of your midterm portfolio.

Bring your binder, Rereading America, How to Read a Paragraph, They Say, I Say, and A Writer’s Reference to class every day.  Bring Honky and The Eagle’s Shadow to class on the days they are assigned.  If you purchase a small paperback dictionary, bring that to class as often as you can. You may also consider purchasing a small stapler to carry with you, since I do not accept dog-eared, corner-folded, or paper-clipped essays (see “Grading Policy” section).

Student’s Initials ________

GRADING POLICY:
100 points

Essay 1

100 points

Essay 2

100 points

Essay 3

100 points

Portfolio

200 points

Research Paper

200 points

“TBA” Lab Hour Assignments and Activities 


(10 points for each week’s assignment and faculty consultation; 30 extra points for student Hacker presentations)

200 points

Additional Instructor Assignments

1000 points
TOTAL

Assignments:

Writing Portfolio and Essay Drafts:  

The course will begin by taking you through the basic elements of good writing: unity, detail, coherence, facility with Standard Written English (SWE), and proper integration and citation of source material.  You will write three essays, two drafts each, to practice these elements and develop your skills.  You will then take all three essays, revise them to the best of your ability, and submit them in a portfolio.  You may know that in the professional world, a portfolio represents the best work you are capable of.  Your portfolio, housed in a three-ring binder, will present the three essays in a binder with any accompanying drafts, whether assigned or voluntary, prewriting exercises, journal notes, and a cover letter explaining your revision process.  Up until your submission of the writing portfolio you will not receive any grades on your writing.  The points you receive for each essay will be based solely on the thorough and timely completion of all assignments.  To get full credit for your drafts, they must be complete—in other words, you cannot arrive to class with one or two paragraphs and get full credit for the essay draft.  Each essay must have an introduction, at least two body paragraphs, a conclusion, and some citation of at least one of the required texts.  Incomplete essays will be docked points. Please do bring in complete essay drafts, no matter how rough, so you will earn full points and have a productive peer editing and revision experience.

I will refrain from grading your work for a while for a few reasons.  One, I feel that grades, whether excellent or poor, often discourage students from improving their writing—students who receive A’s feel they have no more work to do, and students who receive poor grades feel defeated and are reluctant to keep trying.  Also, I have learned from experience that students become preoccupied with grades.  In other words, they become more concerned with what grade they are getting than with how well they are writing and learning. 

Though you will not receive letter grades for your writing assignments, they should be taken no less seriously.  After all, they will count towards 30% of your final grade.  But doing strong work on these writings will ultimately result in the improvement of your writing and a higher grade on your portfolio.  Even if committed to taking these writing assignments seriously, however, you may find yourself in what initially feels like an uncomfortable position: though your writing will not be graded initially, you must still assess how well you are doing before it comes time to assemble the portfolio, so you will have time to bring your essays up to the highest level possible.  I will guide you in determining the quality of your writing in a few different ways:  I will provide you with a set of grading criteria; I will write comments on your papers that you should use to gauge your performance and your progress; you will assess and critique your own and your fellow classmates’ writing in class; and you may visit my office hours for additional individual feedback.  

All papers should be turned in typed (in a Times New Roman font no smaller than 12-point), double spaced with one-inch margins, justified along the left-hand margin (except for the title, which should be centered), and headed according to the guidelines in A Writer’s Reference. (An ILC lab assignment will be devoted to formatting if you’re unsure.)  Finally, you must staple your papers in the upper left-hand corner—I will not accept papers that have been dog-eared, paper-clipped, or merely folded down. (It’s a good idea to buy a mini-stapler that you can always carry with you.)

Documented Research Paper:

You will research and write your documented research paper after you have received your portfolio grade.  This will give you an indication of what you need to maintain and improve while adding the additional scope and sophistication required of a research paper.  The topic will grow out of our reading and discussion of Mark Hertsgaard’s The Eagle’s Shadow, our textbook’s “New World Order” chapter, and our attention to current events surrounding the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and American deployment there.  Your research project will account for 20% of your grade.

“TBA” Lab Hour:

Each week, you will visit the Integrated Learning Center (ILC) in building 1200 to complete your “To Be Announced,” or “TBA,” lab hour.  The assignments you complete during this lab hour, along with additional activities, collaborative work with other students, and faculty consultations, will comprise 20% of your grade.  I recommend that you find an hour in your weekly schedule that you think will work for the entire semester and visit the ILC during that hour each week; even better, make it an hour when I will be there.  If you plan ahead in this way, you will be sure to meet your weekly obligation with no problem.    

The lab hour is designed to provide you with the additional support that English 1A students often need to be successful in their coursework.  Based on student feedback, we know that some students find their lab hour to be very helpful, and others misperceive it as a waste of time; some find the assignments to be fairly difficult, and others find them to be easy.  The best thing about the lab hour that students are only just beginning to discover is that each student has the opportunity to make the lab hour what he or she needs it to be.  Never again in your college career, most likely, will you have dedicated time to reflect on your current reading, writing, and critical thinking skills and to work towards improving them in the company of paid faculty.  Do not miss your opportunity to take advantage of their expertise.

When you visit the ILC, you will have a specific assignment to complete during your lab hour.  Some of you will complete these fairly quickly; others will need more time.  To fill the remainder of your hour, you have a number of options.  These will be discussed in class, posted in the ILC, and recommended by the instructor on staff if you ask for guidance.  I will usually have some specific recommendations on the daily course schedule posted on Blackboard, but you should also think of the ILC as a place for you to develop the skills you know you need to develop.  The more you take responsibility for your own learning, the further you’ll go.  I will be available in the ILC to supervise your individual and group lab work and provide guidance on Mondays from 2:30-4:30 pm, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:30-3:30 pm, and Wednesday mornings from 9:30-10:30 am.  I will also be in the ILC on selected Saturdays from 9 am-1 pm: these hours are posted on the English bulletin board in the ILC and will be announced by me in advance. 

Additional Instructor Assignments:

These will comprise another 20% of your grade, and will be quite varied: everything from essay prewriting to reading responses.  

EXTRA HELP AND ADVICE:
Whether you seek to avoid plagiarism, improve your writing and grammar, or just talk about the course and your academic career, please do not forget that I am here to help you.  You should know that I will make myself available for limited individual consultation on the days devoted to workshops, group work, and preparing your research project and portfolio.  But if you desire to speak with me at greater length, please visit my office hours or approach me after class to set up an alternate conference time.  I may occasionally ask some of you to come to my office hours to clear up grammar problems and review your lab work more intensively.  If I suspect that you need more assistance in improving your writing than I, the other students, or the course’s self-evaluation tools can give you, I may then recommend one or more of the following remedies:

· visiting the Writing Center, in the Integrated Learning Center, to work with a writing tutor.  The Writing Center’s hours are:



M-Th 10:30 am-2:30 pm


F 10:30 am-12:30 pm
W and Th 4:30-6:30 pm

· using the Las Positas Online Writing Lab (http://lpc1.clpccd.cc.ca.us/lpc/dry/www/tiiiweb/englab/englabindex.htm)
· completing additional online grammar exercises

· completing some sentence exercises in the exercise books that Diana Hacker has developed to supplement A Writer’s Reference (Exercises to Accompany A Writer’s Reference and Developmental Exercises to Accompany A Writer’s Reference, both available in the ILC)

· visiting the Tutorial Center to regularly work with a student writing tutor (at no cost to you)

· examining a few recommended texts and Web sites on grammar and style

Again, please don’t hesitate to visit my office hours or talk to me in the ILC if you need extra help with your writing or grammar.  
Student’s Initials ________

I look forward to our semester together!  I love teaching this class because I can share my passion for thinking critically about American culture, I get to learn more about what my students think and help them develop their ideas, and I can help students manipulate words on the page to make strong arguments, get just the right stylistic effect, and communicate effectively.  You may not come to share the same passion for writing and culture that I do, but I hope at least to engage you and prepare you for the next step in your college careers.

