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Spring 2003

English 3-V01: Composition and Analysis of Literature

TuTh 11:00 am-12:15 pm, Room 1604

Office, Room 2175; Phone, 925-373-4972; E-mail, ceagan@laspositascollege.edu
Office Hours: WF 12:00 pm-1:30 pm; TuTh 9:30 am-10:30 am
Welcome!  English 3 is a course designed to develop your writing skills by reflecting on literary art and the culture in which it is fostered.  I hope to introduce you to the multitude of ways in which artists reflect on the world around them through writing, and to aid you in developing the critical thinking skills needed to fully appreciate and understand those reflections.  If you are not already accustomed to reading literature, I can only hope that you come away from this course with a new found enjoyment of fiction, poetry, and drama.

Please be aware that the prerequisite for his course is completion of English 1A with a grade of “C” or higher.  Credit for English 3 is transferable to both the CSU and UC systems.

The first portion of this syllabus will serve as our “contract” for the course—it outlines my expectations and your rights and responsibilities.  We will review it together on the first day of class, and you will initial each section, to show that you have read and agreed to that section’s contents.  The second portion of the syllabus contains the class schedule.  Please be aware that this schedule is subject to change—if you are absent and miss any announcements about changes to the schedule, you will still be held to the new schedule.  Therefore, you should make sure to contact me or another student about the day’s announcements and activities if you are forced to be absent.

Student’s Initials ________

Required Texts:

Barnet, Sylvan, et. al. An Introduction to Literature. 12th ed. New York: Longman, 2001 (You will bring this text to every class meeting.).

A good writing manual.  You may already have Diana Hacker’s A Writer’s Reference (4th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 1999) from your English 1A course; if you would like to use another manual, just bring it in for approval.

A good dictionary.  The choice is yours; the LPC bookstore usually has a good selection.  If you can afford it and don’t already have one, I recommend buying as comprehensive a dictionary as possible (i.e. not a tiny little abridged paperback dictionary), so it will be a truly useful aid to your reading comprehension, and so that you can better appreciate literature and its nuances of expression.  It will be helpful to bring your dictionary to class every day, but if it is too big you may leave it at home and consult someone else’s during in-class readings.  You will be expected to enter word definitions into your journal periodically.

Paper (if you use a spiral notebook, make sure the pages are detachable along perforated lines), a binder or folder, pens, pencils, blue books (for the final), and access to a computer, printer, and e-mail.

Student’s Initials ________

Grading Criteria:

Everything you do for this course will be graded, with the following letter grades and values:  A+ (98), A (95), A- (93), B+ (88), B (85), B- (83), and so on.  Final letter grades for the course will be whole letter grades (i.e. no A minuses or B pluses), and will be determined based on the following scale:  A (90-100), B (80 89), C (70-79), D (60-69), and F (59 or lower).  Please take your assignment deadlines seriously—as I explained above, a missed assignment is an automatic zero, which is very hard to recover from.  Also keep in mind that unexcused absences adversely affect your participation grade, since you are physically unable to participate.  Make sure to keep track of your grade as the class progresses--last minute efforts to raise grades are often fruitless.

The following list of assignments and how much they count towards the final grade should help you keep on track:

Reader Responses and Journal Entries:  25%

Essays and Essay Drafts:  40%

Group Dramatic Reading:  5%

Research Paper: 10%

Final Exam:  10%

Class Participation:  10%

Reader Responses and Journal Entries:

Journal entries and reader responses may be handwritten, but don’t take this to mean that they can be as loosely constructed as a freewrite—you should write as thoughtful and well-organized an entry or response as you can.  Sometimes you will have explicit directions for journal entries and reader responses—but most often, you will be expected to write in your journal on your own initiative.  Journal entries may include notes you take on the text while reading; reader responses; word definitions; essay and essay revision ideas; or responses to the textbook’s “topics for critical thinking and writing.”  Markings you make on the text while reading are also counted as journal entries.  Aside from the individual journal entries and responses which I will ask you to submit, your journal as a whole will be submitted for a grade near the end of our semester.

Essays and Essay Drafts:  

To ensure that you receive full credit for your essays, type and double-space them in 12-point Times New Roman font with one-inch margins and left justification, and head them with your name, my name and the course number, and the day the assignment is due (not the day you completed it).  I will accept journal entries and in-class writing exercises handwritten on lined binder paper, but the pages must not be ripped out of a spiral notebook—use loose leaf paper, or spiral notebook paper that has perforation lines.  If you like to handwrite essay drafts, I will ask you to submit them with a typewritten version. 

Group Dramatic Reading:  

The planning and execution of this reading will all take place during one of our class meetings.  Since this will be a group project, an individual who is absent will not be able to make it up, and will get a zero for the project.  Review the course schedule below, and make sure you will be able to attend this class meeting.  More information on my expectations for this reading will be forthcoming.

Research Paper:

The research paper will challenge you to do a literary/historical interpretation of two to three poems, united by theme.  You will receive a list of research paper topics and appropriate poems to choose from towards the end of the session.

Final Exam:

The exam will be on the last day of class, and will most likely demand that you do some writing and answer some questions on the texts we read and genres and concepts we studied.  

Class Participation:

This portion of your grade will be based on your participation in class discussion and in group work.  Class participation is so important not only because it makes our classes exciting and enjoyable, but because it provides me with an indication of how well you are keeping up with and comprehending the reading.  Remember that absences adversely affect your participation grade—if you aren’t in class, you can’t participate!
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Extra Help and Advice:

Whether you seek to avoid plagiarism, improve your writing and grammar, or just talk about the course and your academic career, please do not forget that I am here to help you.  You should know that I will make myself available for limited individual consultation on the days devoted to workshops, group work, and preparing your research project and portfolio.  But if you desire to speak with me at greater length, please visit my office hours or approach me after class to set up an alternate conference time.  Reading and writing tutors are also available in the English Center, in room 400, at no charge. 

Student’s Initials ________

I look forward to our semester together!
