Dr. Catherine M. Eagan

Fall 2008, Las Positas College

English 4-DE 1:  Critical Thinking and Writing About Literature

This course is offered online in a hybrid format—it requires five on campus meetings.  Please refer to CLASS-WEB or the printed course schedule for more information about registration and meeting times.  For Fall 2008, the required on campus meetings are: 

	Aug 20, 2008 
	W 
	06:00 pm – 08:50 pm 
	2412

	Sep 10, 2008 
	W 
	06:00 pm - 08:50 pm 
	2412 
	

	Oct 01, 2008 
	W 
	06:00 pm - 08:50 pm 
	2412 
	

	Oct 22, 2008 
	W 
	06:00 pm - 08:50 pm 
	2412 
	

	Nov 12, 2008 
	W 
	06:00 pm - 08:50 pm 
	2000 (library) 
	


LPC’s Online Learning website features “Succeeding in an Online Course,” a page that can help you determine if an online course is right for you.  Access this page at http://www.laspositascollege.edu/onlinelearning/success.php.  If you do decide you would like to take the course, and it is full, you must attend the mandatory orientation on August 20, from 6-8 pm in 2412.  Bring your priority number and I will either add you or put you on a waiting list.

Once you register for the course and online courses are made available at the beginning of the semester, you will be able to log onto Blackboard and find out more information about this course and how it will be organized.  For now, here is some basic information about the course.
REQUIRED TEXTS AND MATERIALS:
Barnet, Sylvan, et. al. An Introduction to Literature: Fiction, Poetry, and Drama. 15th ed. New York: Pearson/Longman, 2008.

Chopin, Kate. The Awakening, ed. Margo Culley. Norton Critical Editions, 2nd ed. New York: Norton, 1994.
Hacker, Diana.  A Writer’s Reference. 6th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2006
Paul, Richard, and Linda Elder.  The Miniature Guide to Critical Thinking. Dillon Beach: Foundation for Critical Thinking, 2006.

A binder for storing print-outs from the Blackboard course Web site, research notes and printed Web pages, and other class-related materials.
PREREQUISITES AND STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Please be aware that the prerequisite for his course is completion of English 1A with a grade of “C” or higher. 

“Learning Outcomes” is a term in the field of education referring to what you should be able to do once you leave a course. The expected learning outcomes for English 4 are that you will be able to: 

demonstrate critical thinking skills in class discussion and written essays 
demonstrate composition skills 
use appropriate research techniques to produce an acceptable research paper 

These sound fairly straightforward, but successful achievement of each outcome requires many skills. For example, the first outcome, thinking critically about literature, demands that the student be able to look at a piece of literature and not only understand what is happening (the plot or content), but detect the larger ideas, or meaning, that the author is trying to get across. A student must also detect meaning that the author may not have intended. This kind of meaning might be created by the unstated assumptions of the author, by the historical context in which he or she was writing, or by relationships between characters and ideas that underlie, inform, or actively contradict the intended meaning of the text. A student who is thinking critically will not be afraid to locate these meanings by developing an objective critique of the author and his or her work. By doing so, they will actively create meaning as readers and critics. Lastly, students will use their critical thinking skills to enter into the larger community of scholars by producing a research paper. This will require that they evaluate the merit of other scholars’ critical thinking as well as the internal workings of the literary text they are discussing. 

So, as you can see, each of these learning outcomes is fairly involved. To help you reach them bit by bit, I will explain the learning outcomes for each assignment. You might also be interested to read the course outline for English 4, which details the expected outcomes and prerequisite skills for the course http://www.laspositascollege.edu/programs/course_outlines/eng_index.php. 
If you feel insecure about any of the prerequisite skills, I highly recommend you make use of the Writing Center in the Integrated Learning Center (ILC) in building 1200 http://www.laspositascollege.edu/ILC/writingcenter.php. Please also visit my face-to-face or virtual office hours whenever you have a question or are unsure about how to proceed with an assignment.
TYPES OF ASSESSMENT:
The following list and description of assignments should give you an indication of the requirements for this course: 


Individual/Discussion Board Submissions and Participation: 
This portion of your grade will be based on the various ways in which you participate in the class: small assignments you submit to your instructor, your posts to your group's discussion board, your peer reviews of your classmates’ essay drafts, and other similar submissions. Since this participation is required and can be done in a less “public” way than in a face-to-face course, everyone participates. This is perhaps the most enjoyable part of an online course—creating more of a class community and engaging in and actively creating each other’s learning. 

Reading Log Entries: 
The reading log will be used to register your responses to the readings before and after you read them and to push yourself to analyze those texts more deeply. The reading log will be kept in a Microsoft Word document, added to after each text or assigned portion of a text has been read, and turned in only at the end of each module. 

Midterm: 
The midterm will test your understanding of two dominant themes in Kate Chopin's novella The Awakening. You will take the midterm on campus and use a blue book (available online or in the bookstore) to handwrite your responses. 

Essays and Essay Drafts: 

To ensure that you receive full credit for your essays, type and double-space them in 12-point Times New Roman font with one-inch margins and left justification, and head them. The heading should be in the upper left-hand corner with your name, the course number, my name, and the day the assignment is due (not the day you completed it). You should also include a right-justified heading with your last name and the page number, which will automatically change with each successive page. Your essays will graduate in length and complexity from module to module. The first essay will focus on your ability to explain how a short story author conveys her theme, or argument, using the elements of fiction. The short essays you write for your midterm will require you to assess a novelist's argument. Your third essay will require not only close reading and assessment, but integration of literary critical material into an assessment of the reading. We will also have at least two shorter formal writing assignments.

Research Essay: 
The research essay will challenge you to do a literary/historical interpretation of one or more literary works.  You will receive a list of research paper topics and appropriate poems to choose from towards the end of the session. Some of the points for the research essay assignment will be devoted to prewriting, the creation of research notes, and annotation or explication of the literature you have chosen. 

Quizzes: 
There will be four quizzes in the course: an orientation quiz, a plagiarism quiz, and two quizzes on specific sections of the reading.

EXTRA HELP AND ADVICE:
Whether you seek to avoid plagiarism, improve your writing and grammar, or just talk about the course and your academic career, please do not forget that I am here to help you. You may contact me via e-mail or visit me in person during my on-campus office hours; all contact information is listed on the Staff Information page. You may also have a “live” virtual conversation with me, via online chat, during the hours listed on the Staff Information page. Use the "Join Office Hours" link for these live chats. Writing tutors are available in the Writing Center, housed in the Integrated Learning Center (ILC), building 1200, at no charge: http://lpc1.clpccd.cc.ca.us/lpc/math/ilc_ad_f05.htm.  The hours are as follows: 

Monday-Thursday: 9:30 am-2:30 pm and 5-7 pm
Fridays: 9:30 am-2:30 pm 

Lastly, the librarians in the LRC are an invaluable source of assistance when it comes time to write your research paper.

I look forward to our semester together!
