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Fall 2008, Las Positas College

English 44, Section V01: Literature of the American West

MW 12:30-1:45 pm, Room 712

Course Web site:  http://lpc1.clpccd.cc.ca.us/lpc/ceagan/
Blackboard access:  http://clpccd.blackboard.com
Office, Room 2175; Phone, 925-424-1272; E-mail, ceagan@laspositascollege.edu
Office Hours: Tu 9:30-11:30 am (online), W 10:00 am-12 pm (2175), F 10:30-11:30 am (online)
Welcome westerners!  I hope that this course on the literature of the American west will open your eyes to the rich and complex history of our region and give you a sense of where you stand in relationship to it.  We will read three novels in full, excerpts from other novels and nonfiction essays, and short stories.  We will also watch two films in full and excerpts of many others.  Finally, we will also take at least one field trip to enrich our understanding of the region that’s coming out of our readings, our discussions about them, and our daily lives as denizens of the American West. 

This portion of this syllabus will serve as our “contract” for the course—it outlines my expectations and your rights and responsibilities.  We will review it together on the first day of class.  The second portion of the syllabus, the course schedule, will describe the weekly reading schedule and assignment due dates.   A preview will be provided on the first day, but you will look to Blackboard, our online course management system, for weekly updates in the “Course Materials” section.

REQUIRED TEXTS AND MATERIALS:
Listed below are the texts and materials required for the course. The books can be purchased at the LPC bookstore or ordered via the Internet. If you order online through a store like Amazon.com, be sure that you are purchasing the correct edition. We will watch the two full-length films in class, but if you want to spend more time with them for an essay or the final exam, you can purchase or rent them online or borrow them from a library or a video store.
Books:

Anaya, Rudolfo. Bless Me, Ultima. New York: Warner Books, 1972.
Cather, Willa. My Antonia. 1918. Ed. Joseph R. Urgo. Ontario, Canada: Broadview Press, 2003.

Lyons, Greg, ed.  Literature of the American West: A Cultural Approach. New York: Longman, 2003.

Wong, Shawn. Homebase: A Novel. 1979. Seattle: U of Washington P, 2008.

Films:

Lone Star. Dir. John Sayles. Perf. Kris Kristofferson, Chris Cooper, Elizabeth Peña, Matthew McConaughey. Warner, 1996.

Shane. Dir. George Stevens.  Perf. Alan Ladd, Jean Arthur, Van Heflin. Paramount, 1952. 

ASSESSMENT:

Assignments:

Reading Logs

· You will write reading logs for each selection you read in this class.  When a more specific assignment is not given, you will simply write about what part of the reading you are most interested in or affected by. (On days when we have multiple readings, you need choose only one to write about for your reading log.)   Keep in mind that your log should be focused—in other words, it should be specific to a particular passage, character, description, or idea.  It should also attempt to connect to the course themes as you currently understand them.  Each reading log entry should be at least two hand-written double-spaced pages or one typed double-spaced page.  I will give you a reading log grading rubric to guide you further.  Most of your reading logs will receive very simple scores of 0=poor/incomplete; 1=good; 2=excellent, but four of them, chosen at random, will be graded more closely on a four-point scale.

Essays

· You will write two short essays over the course of the semester on your choice of a few provided topics.  The essays will not require research but will be based on the readings. They must be typed, double-spaced, and written according to the conventions of standard written English. They will be a minimum of three pages long.  If you still have your English 1A handbook, Diana Hacker’s A Writer’s Reference, I recommend using it to help you craft and revise your essays.  If you don’t still have a copy, there are plenty in the bookstore under the English 1A courses: run, don’t walk, to the bookstore and purchase this valuable book, which will help you in your writing for all your courses at LPC and beyond.

Field Trip Report

· One field trip will be required for this course, but students are welcome to do more field trips for extra credit, up to a maximum of three.  For each trip, the student will write a description of what he or she saw and learned and connect the site or event to what we’ve been learning in class.  Field trip reports must also be typed, double-spaced, and written according to the conventions of standard written English.  They should be at least two pages long and should have a ticket stub or some other record of attendance stapled to the back page.

Group Research Project and Oral Presentation:

· Students will be provided with an opportunity to “team-teach” the class about an aspect of western culture that complements what we are reading and learning in class.  A sign-up sheet for the prearranged topics will be passed around on the first day of class.  You will research the topic with your group, compile an annotated bibliography (due on the day of your presentation), and teach your topic to the class.  Your research must use a diversity of sources, not just websites.

Final Exam:

· At the end of the semester, we will watch the film Lone Star and write a film review of it.  This film review will be due on the final exam day.  In addition, students will be assigned to groups of at least three students to discuss some predetermined themes of the film in a panel on the final exam day.  
GRADING:  

	
	Percentage of Grade

	Reading Logs
	20

	Essays 
	30 (15% each)

	Field Trip Report
	10

	Quizzes and Reading Activities
	10

	Group Research Project and Oral Presentation
	10

	Final Exam
	20 (half for film review, half for panel, scores averaged)


LATE POLICY:

I have different late policies for different kinds of assignments.  I accept no late reading logs or quizzes, for example, and there are no make-ups of reading activities missed due to the student’s absence.  I will accept essays late if you are forced to be absent (for one of the reasons described in "Attendance," below), but you will only get half credit unless you e-mail or physically submit the essay by the conclusion of that day. (For more details, see "Attendance," below.)  For group research projects, no credit will be received if the presentation day is missed.  The field trip can be taken at any time during the semester, but the report will have a specific due date that should not be missed.  Finally, there will be no make-ups and no late book reviews accepted for the final exam.
ATTENDANCE:

Attendance is mandatory.  If you miss a total of four consecutive or six cumulative instructional hours and/or two consecutive weeks of instruction, you may be dropped from the course.  If you decide to drop the course, do not just stop attending and assume that I will drop you.  It is your responsibility to ensure that you officially withdraw and get withdrawn from the course, or you risk receiving a failing grade. The last day to add or drop with a no-grade-of-record (NGR) is September 5 in person and September 7 via CLASS-WEB; the last day to withdraw with a "W" in person is November 7 and the last day is November 9 via CLASS-WEB.  

As explained above, essays not submitted on time in class WILL BE DOCKED HALF POINTS unless your absence is due to serious illness or family emergency.  If you are forced to miss class for one of these reasons, your paper must be e-mailed to me  through Blackboard or dropped off in my mailbox (in building 100) by the end of the day. If dropping off the paper, make sure that the person to whom you hand the paper correctly notes the date and time of submission.  If you start your work ahead of time, this policy should not negatively affect you—you will have your assignment already completed, or at least partially completed, and can send it in if you come down with something or are called away from your school responsibilities. When absent, you are also responsible for obtaining the assignment and any handouts from Blackboard or the circulation desk.  (If a handout is on reserve in the library, the Web site will say so.)  When you return to class, you must come with any assignments that are due on that day, even though you were absent.
Also, you should be aware that if you are late to class, you might have already been marked absent. It is your responsibility to pass me a note informing me of your presence. (Do not interrupt the class to do this, however; wait for a break in the action.)  Please make sure that I add an "L" for "late" to the "A" for "absence" already marked on my roster; otherwise your lateness will be mistaken for an absence, and you will be one step closer to missing more than the four consecutive or six cumulative class hours of instruction allowed.  Do your utmost to be on time.

CREATING AN ACADEMIC COMMUNITY:
· Class participation is integral to your success in this course.  To ensure that your comments are the most effective, come to class on time and prepared and be respectful of your instructor and fellow students.  All cell phones must be turned off while in the 400 building.

· The principles of academic honesty will inform everything we do, whether taking tests, summarizing our readings, writing essays, or compiling research essays or projects. Make sure all your work is original to this course and to you.  
· Seek out and accept help from others, but make sure that others don’t get so involved in helping you that they write portions of your assignment.  To succeed in the workplace, you need to be able to write well unassisted.

· Watch for accidental plagiarism when writing reading logs and essays that integrate the words and ideas of articles read in class.  When summarizing the essay you’ve read for a reading log, you need not cite the article—it is obvious what article you are citing, since you are writing a reading log on only one essay at a time.  But you should be very careful not to use the exact wording of the essayist you are reading, and when you paraphrase his or her wording, you should cite him or her (just the page is fine in the writing you’ll do for this class).  If you choose to use the exact wording of the essayist, put it in quotation marks and cite the page.  Correct quotation, paraphrase, and citation will be reviewed in class. 

· Never cut and paste anything from the Internet into your own written work.

· Never recycle your own work from a previous course unless you ask your instructor first.

When a student is charged with cheating, plagiarism, or some other breach of proper academic conduct, Las Positas may “suspend, expel or impose other sanctions as appropriate” on the student (Las Positas College Catalog 2004-2006 40).  For more information, you may consult the Office of the Vice President of Student Services, the Counseling Office, and the Office of the Associated Students.

Get to know each other and support each other.  I will facilitate this as best I can with classroom activities, but feel free to use break times and Blackboard’s email and discussion board to build a network of college friends and a support system.  You may always email me or visit my office hours with questions.

EXTRA HELP AND ADVICE: 

Again, please don't hesitate to visit my office hours if you need extra help with your writing or grammar, or just want to talk about some of the key concepts of the course.  

If you would like to do an Honors Contract for the course, please talk to me.  A past English 44 student did a research paper at the end of the course, but there are also other options available.  The “honors” designation will register on your transcript.  You also may elect to join the Honors Transfer Program: if completed, you may benefit from guaranteed transfer to select universities. 

COURSE SCHEDULE PREVIEW—COURSE THEMES AND MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS
Introduction: Outline myth of the west.

Theme 1: The Land: Natural Wonder, Adversary, and Maker of “Men”

ESSAY 1 DUE

Theme 2: The Hero/ine and the Heroic in the American West
Theme 3: The West Becomes American

ESSAY 2 DUE

Theme 4: The Borderlands: Cultural and Racial Crossings, Past and Present

FINAL EXAM: 

GROUP RESEARCH PROJECTS COMPLETED BY SIGN-UP DATE

FIELD TRIP REPORTS COMPLETED BEFORE BEGINNING OF THEME 4

Group Research Project and Oral Presentation Choices

Student Presentation: John Muir, Hetch Hetchy, and Present-Day Environmental Controversies

Student Presentation on Black Elk Speaks

Student Presentation:  Calamity Jane and the Western Heroine

Student Presentation:  Japanese Internment in WWII

Student Presentation:  Aztlan, La Raza, and Resistance to Americanization

Student Presentation: Black Cowboys and Black Seminoles
