English 7: Critical Thinking

Shifting Paradigms: Thinking Critically as Global Citizens
Welcome to English 7, and congratulations on passing English 1A!  By passing English 1A, you have demonstrated at least competent, and perhaps even excellent, skills in writing at the introductory transfer level.  English 7 will help you bring your writing skills to a still higher level and concentrate in particular on the rigor of your thinking.  As the Miniature Guide to Critical Thinking puts it, a critical thinker seeks to “improve the quality of his or her thinking by skillfully taking charge of the structures inherent in thinking and imposing intellectual standards upon them.”  You will learn then, to judge the quality of your own and others’ ideas not just based on your own information, or even just on whether they sound logical and well thought-out, but on a deep understanding of the ideal thinking process and a rigorous set of intellectual standards.  Being able to evaluate thinking in this way will help you in your future careers and in your future lives as citizens who fully participate in their democracy.

I also hope that it will help you in your future role as “global citizens.”  Though one world power, the United States of America, still dominates the global stage, we are increasingly realizing our interdependence with all nations and peoples.  To more fully understand the perspectives of the various peoples with whom we are interdependent, it is vital not only that we carefully analyze the words and ideas of those who would disseminate world news and shape global politics, but listen for the words and ideas of those who are very often not heard.  We must attempt to shift our “paradigm,” or the intellectual and emotional framework within which we understand the world and our role within it.  If we attempt to do this, our sense of what is “normal,” “acceptable,” and “common sense” will be forever altered.  In this class, then, as we learn the techniques of critical thinking, we will endeavor to not just understand, but at least temporarily inhabit the perspectives of different peoples and then discuss how our analysis of their patterns of thinking might impact our American perspectives on any given issue.

This portion of this syllabus will serve as our “contract” for the course—it outlines my expectations and your rights and responsibilities.  We will review it together on the first day of class, but it will also be available online on Blackboard (Bb). The second portion of the syllabus, the course schedule, will be announced day by day in class and posted on Blackboard shortly after the conclusion of each day's class session.  To aid you in planning ahead, however, I will give you some provisional due dates; be aware, however, that these provisional due dates are subject to change.  

I look forward to bending our brains together this semester!

Required Texts
Achebe, Chinua. Things Fall Apart. 1958. Ed. Francis Abiola Irele. Norton Critical Edition. New York: Norton, 2009.

Hacker, Diana. A Writer’s Reference. 6th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2007.

Mander, Jerry, and Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, eds. Paradigm Wars: Indigenous Peoples’ Resistance to Globalization. San Francisco: Sierra Club Books, 2006.

Paul, Richard, and Linda Elder. The Miniature Guide to Critical Thinking: Concepts and Tools. Dillon Beach: Foundation for Critical Thinking, 2008.

Rupp, George. Globalization Challenged: Conviction, Conflict, Community. New York: Columbia UP, 2006.

Selected articles, made available through web links and “reserve” postings on Bb.
