Dr. Catherine M. Eagan

Las Positas College

Fall 2007

English 7, Section V04: Critical Thinking/Writing

Tu/Th 11 am-12:15 pm, Room 307

Course Web site:  http://clpccd.blackboard.com/ (Bb course login page)

Office, Room 2175; Phone, 925-424-1272; E-mail, ceagan@laspositascollege.edu
Office Hours: M 11 am -1 pm, Tu/Th 12:30-1 pm, W 10 am –12 pm
Welcome to English 7, and congratulations on passing English 1A!  By passing English 1A, you have demonstrated at least competent, and perhaps even excellent, skills in writing at the introductory transfer level.  English 7 will help you bring your writing skills to a still higher level and concentrate in particular on the rigor of your thinking.  As the Miniature Guide to Critical Thinking puts it, a critical thinker seeks to “improve the quality of his or her thinking by skillfully taking charge of the structures inherent in thinking and imposing intellectual standards upon them.”  You will learn then, to judge the quality of your own and others’ ideas not just based on your own information, or even just on whether they sound logical and well thought-out, but on a deep understanding of the ideal thinking process and a rigorous set of intellectual standards.  Being able to evaluate thinking in this way will help you in your future careers and in your future lives as citizens who fully participate in their democracy.

I also hope that it will help you in your future role as “global citizens.”  Though many call this era the “unipolar moment” because one world power, the United States of America, dominates the global stage, it is also an era in which we are increasingly realizing our interdependence with all nations and peoples.  To more fully understand the perspectives of the various peoples with whom we are interdependent, it is vital not only that we carefully analyze the words and ideas of those who would disseminate world news and shape global politics, but listen for the words and ideas of those who are very often not heard.  We must attempt to shift our “paradigm,” or the intellectual and emotional framework within which we understand the world and our role within it.  If we attempt to do this, our sense of what is “normal,” “acceptable,” and “common sense” will be forever altered.  In this class, then, as we learn the techniques of critical thinking, we will endeavor to not just understand, but at least temporarily inhabit the perspectives of different peoples and then discuss how our analysis of their patterns of thinking might impact our American perspectives on any given issue.  

This portion of this syllabus will serve as our “contract” for the course—it outlines my expectations and your rights and responsibilities.  We will review it together on the first day of class, but it will also be available online on Blackboard (Bb). The second portion of the syllabus, the course schedule, will be announced day by day in class and posted on Blackboard shortly after the conclusion of each day's class session.  To aid you in planning ahead, however, I will give you some provisional due dates; be aware, however, that these provisional due dates are subject to change.  
I look forward to bending our brains together this semester!
REQUIRED TEXTS AND MATERIALS:
Lunsford, Andrea A., et. al. Everything’s an Argument with Readings.
4th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2007.

Mander, Jerry, and Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, eds. Paradigm Wars: Indigenous Peoples’ Resistance to Globalization. San Francisco: Sierra Club Books, 2006.

Steyn, Mark. America Alone: The End of the World As We Know It. Washington, D.C.: Regnery Publishing, 2006.

Selected articles, made available in class and on reserve.
GRADING POLICY:

In-Class Exercises and Homework: 250 points

Group Project:  50

Essay #1: 100

Essay #2, Researched Argument: 250

Essay #3: 150

Essay #4: 150

Final: 50

1000 points total:  900-1000 A, 800-900 B, etcetera.

Late Policy:

· If you are forced to be absent, you will not be able to make up any in-class work for points.  However, I encourage you do to the work and turn it in for comments to ensure that you will be well prepared for any papers or projects that follow.
· If you are absent and do not bring the work that is due on the day you return to class, that work will be given no points if homework and half points if a paper that you complete within the following week (see below).
· If you are absent on the day a paper is due, you will only get half credit for the paper unless you e-mail or physically submit it by the conclusion of that day. (For more details, see “Attendance,” below.)  

· If you fail to submit either or both the first or final draft of any given paper assignment on time, you will be docked half points for each late draft, which will severely reduce the total number of points you can earn.  Please do complete both drafts, even if late—half points is better than no points.  You have until one week past the original due date to complete any late papers.

· Relatedly, if you fail to significantly revise and edit the draft that immediately preceded an assignment, you will be asked to do a rewrite.  Changing a few words or rearranging the order of a paragraph or two does not constitute a significant revision, and leaving too many grammar and spelling errors is a sign of insufficient editing. Rewrites will be due one week from the assignment’s return date. 
Extra Credit:  If you desire extra credit, please come see me.  

ATTENDANCE:

Attendance is mandatory.  Like language courses, writing courses require a high level of commitment and conscientious completion of in-class and take-home assignments.  College policy is that you may be dropped if you miss 4 consecutive or 6 cumulative class hours from any given class.  Since each of our class meetings lasts one hours and fifteen minutes, you will be dropped if you miss five classes. 

If you are late to class, be aware that you may have been marked absent already.  It is your responsibility to inform me of your presence after class; if you fail to do this, your lateness may be mistaken for an absence and lead to your being dropped from the course.  Late-arriving students affect the smooth running of the classroom; students should make every effort to avoid interfering with our class's ability to function pleasantly and efficiently.

When absent, you are also responsible for obtaining the assignment and any handouts from that day’s class.  When you return to class, you must come with any assignments that are due on that day, even though you were absent. (See “Late Policy,” above.)  

CREATING AN ACADEMIC COMMUNITY:
· Class participation is integral to your success in this course.  To ensure that your comments are the most effective, come to class on time and prepared and be respectful of your instructor and fellow students.  All cell phones must be turned off while in class.

· The principles of academic honesty will inform everything we do, whether taking tests, summarizing our readings, or  writing essays. Make sure all your work is original to this course and to you.  
· Seek out and accept help from others, but make sure that others don’t get so involved in helping you that they write portions of your assignment.  To succeed in the workplace, you need to be able to read and write well unassisted.

· Watch for accidental plagiarism when writing essays that integrate the words and ideas of articles read in class or discovered through research.  As you learned in English 1A, be sure to use quotation marks when you use the exact words of the author you’re citing.  If you choose to summarize or paraphrase an author’s ideas, remember that your word choice and even sentence structure must be different.  In all cases, you must provide a citation, whether last name and page number or web page title. 

· Never cut and paste anything from the Internet into your own written work.

· Never recycle your own work from a previous course unless you ask your instructor first.

When a student is charged with cheating, plagiarism, or some other breach of proper academic conduct, Las Positas may “suspend, expel or impose other sanctions as appropriate” on the student (Las Positas College Catalog 2004-2006 40).  For more information, you may consult the Office of the Vice President of Student Services, the Counseling Office, and the Office of the Associated Students.

Get to know each other and support each other.  I will facilitate this as best I can with classroom activities, but feel free to use Blackboard’s email and discussion board to build a support system within the class.  You may always email me or visit my office hours with questions.

EXTRA HELP AND ADVICE:
Again, please don’t hesitate to visit my office hours if you are struggling with something, whether a paper assignment, a learning disability or personal issue, a poor work habit, or even something as small as a grammar rule.  I may occasionally ask some of you to come to my office hours to work on your writing.  If I suspect that you need more assistance in improving your writing than I or the other students can give you, I may then recommend you visit the Integrated Learning Center (the ILC, in building 1200) to work with a tutor in the Writing Center.  The Writing Center’s hours are:


M-Th 9:30 am-2:30 pm and 5-7 pm

F 9:30 am-2:30 pm
You might also find the online English lab helpful.  It can be found at http://lpc1.clpccd.cc.ca.us/lpc/dry/englab/englabindex.htm).  You will find interactive lessons and exercises as well as reference sites. 

I look forward to our semester together!

