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Early Childhood Development 63
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Course Description:  
Professional application of the principles of human growth and development in: the study of play based inclusive curriculum, the physical environment and learning experiences including program content, the use of materials, the facilitation and guidance of all children’s experiences based on developmentally appropriate principles, the methods used to meet all children’s physical, social, emotional, cognitive and creative needs within cultural context.

Prerequisites:  Prerequisite:  Early Childhood Development 50 and Prenatal to Early Childhood 51 (both completed with a grade of “C” or higher).  

4 units

Purpose of Course: 

To introduce the student to the variety of possible content areas which make up a

developmentally appropriate curriculum for young children through age 8.

Course Objectives:
Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to:

· plan an early childhood program utilizing the theories and principles of human growth and development as they apply to all young children’s needs;

· demonstrate and discuss the learning process in early childhood as it relates to play;

· observe, plan, assess, and evaluate the environment, including the role of the teacher  as related to providing developmentally appropriate curriculum;

· plan and evaluate curriculum and environment to meet the needs of groups, typical and atypical children;

· plan and facilitate the following curriculum for all young children from an anti-bias perspective using developmentally appropriate practices: language arts/literacy, dramatic play, creative arts, sensori-motor exploration, outdoor, nutrition and health, music/movement, math and science, blocks, and manipulatives;

· plan curriculum that reflects an understanding of cultural diversity, the home language and the development of English as a second language. 

· evaluate teacher behaviors for best practices reflecting current research and the impact it has on children’s learning and development.  

Text:

The Creative Curriculum for Preschool by Diane Trister Dodge

The Learning Environment 

Our goal is to create a classroom climate that is respectful, inclusive and engaging.  The content of the course will be explored through a variety of methods which include: lecture, discussion, small group activities, readings, presentations and assignments.  Opportunities will be provided to acquire information, utilize critical thinking, and draw upon personal experience and knowledge to support learning. Students play a dynamic role in their own learning experience and the learning of others.

Teacher Expectations:

· Attend class regularly

· Assignments are to be turned in by due date

· All assignments are to be typed

· Provide citations when using information from another source 

· Participate in class discussions and small group activities

Requirements & Evaluation:

Participation is an integral part of the class.

· For every absence after your first, 5 points is deducted from participation points

· Papers will not be excepted unless they are typed.

· Arriving late or leaving early will results in a 2 points being deducted each time from your total.

· Papers without the appropriate citations will not be given credit. 

· Reading responses are to be submitted in Blackboard; emailed responses will not be accepted.

 Evaluation:         

· Participation

                          


25pts.                                                            

· Bring Enrichment Materials (#1-10)           
  

40 pts.

           You must be present on the date due for credit

· Classroom Observation                                              
25 pts.

· Activity/Enrichment Projects (2 projects 50 pts each)      
100 pts.

· Reading responses are to be posted in blackboard
50 pts.

To login go to Blackboard @ http://clpccd.blackboard.com    (12.5 pts each X 4 postings = 50pts)
· Abstracts (2 Abstracts 5 pts. each)             


10 pts.

                                                                                   


250 pts.

Grading:
225-250  A

200-224  B

175-199  C

150-174  D

Below 150 F

                        Assignment    

  Date                       Topic                          Classroom Enrichment # 1-10    Reading

	   1/19
	Introduction

Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum
	
	

	  1/24 & 1/26
	Approaches

Role of Teacher Assessment/ Goals and Objectives

Philosophies
	
	Chapter 1 & 3



	   1/31 & 2/2
	Emergent Curriculum 

Webbing - Curriculum Planning
	
	Chapter 4

	   2/7 & 2/9
	Parent Teacher Partnership 

Anti Bias Curriculum
	Classroom Observation
	Chapter 5

	   2/14 & 2/16
	Physical Environment
	*Reading Responses 1 Due
	Chapter 2

	   2/21
	No Class – President’s Holiday
	
	

	   2/23 
	Physical Environment
	*Bring Materials to Create Room
	

	   2/28 & 3/2
	Visit to Room to Grow Children’s Center
	
	

	   3/7 & 3/9
	The Block Center

The Dramatic Play Center
	#1 Block Accessory

#2 Dramatic Play Prop
	Chapter 6 & 7



	   3/14 & 3/16
	Fostering Creativity

 Supporting Artistic Expression 

What is Art?
	#3  Art Material


	Chapter 9

	    3/21 & 3/23
	Presentations-Activity Project

Art, Blocks, or Dramatic Play
	*Presentation of Activity Project

*Reading Responses 2 Due
	

	    3/28 & 3/30
	Enhancing Cognitive Development Table Toys – Manipulatives
	#4 Manipulative Toy or Cognitive Game
	Chapter 15  & 8

	    4/4 & 4/6
	Sensory Play 

Science

Cooking and Nutrition
	#5  Sensory Activity or Material

#6  Material or Engaging Activity for Scientific Exploration
	Chapter 11 & 12 

	    4/11 & 4/13
	Presentations-Activity Projects

Manipulatives, Sensory, or Science 

Discuss Literacy
	*Presentation of Activity Project

#7  Bring a Children’s Book

*Reading Responses  3 Due
	Chapter 10

	   4/18 & 4/20
	No Class – Spring Break
	
	

	 4/25 & 4/27
	Music

Movement
	#8 Bring a Song, Circle Game, or Movement Activity to share with the class
	Chapter 13

	   5/2 &  5/4
	Group Time

Transitions
	#9 Bring a Fingerplay

Abstracts/Articles Due
	Chapter 14

	   5/9 & 5/11
	Outdoors

 Presentations – Activity Projects

Music, Movement, or Language Experience
	10 Outdoor Play Material or Activity

*Reading Responses 4 Due

*Presentations- Activity Project
	

	5/16 & 5/18
	New Thoughts/Research & Ideas
	
	

	   5/23
	Final
	9:30am-11:20am
	


Classroom Observation

Observe a child care and education setting serving children any age between 2 and 8 years old.  Observe during free play time.  It is important to keep confidentiality when observing a specific childcare and education setting.  Do not list the name of the center just the ages of the children in the classroom that you observed, and the type of setting. Spend a minimum of an hour in the classroom.  

In your report include:

Ages of Children;

Type of center; 

The daily classroom schedule:  

Look at the varying interest areas of the room.  Find at least five areas within the room to observe. An example of interest areas are: art, blocks, dramatic play, science, library/literacy, manipulatives/table toys, and sensory.

  Individual Interest Area Focus Requirements

· Name each of the interest areas and list five items or specific material or equipment that is available within each area.

· Name one child-centered activity that could take place based on the materials and space provided in each area?

· In each area identify the one item that you found most appealing as a teacher.  Name the item and tell what it offers children in terms of initiative/exploration, and skills.  

· State why each area is or is not a developmentally appropriate engaging environment for   children.  Support your opinions with information from the text or classroom

            discussions based on developmentally appropriate practice and environments.  

Specific Observation

· Describe one activity/observation in detail depicting varying children’s

            involvement with materials and their social interactions during the activity.

            One page typed  

· What was the teacher role in planning or facilitating this activity?  

· What evidence are there that children’s interests and needs were taken into consideration in planning or carrying out the activity?

· What materials could be added to engage the children further in their exploration in the activity that you observed?

· What open –ended question/s could be posed by the teacher to encourage children’s thinking, during the activity?  

Physical Environment

· What diversity and anti-bias materials did you find within the classroom?

· Describe classroom displays that documented children’s work?  

· Did the teacher describe the work and its benefit to others? If so, explain.

· What educational information is displayed for parents?

Conclusion – You are required to use your textbook, or class session lectures, articles or discussions to support your points. 

· Comment on the positive aspects of the curriculum related to materials,

            activities, and interactions.  

· If this was your classroom what would you do differently, explain your answer based on information from class or our text.

Summary of Article/Abstracts 

1.  Choose two articles in a professional journal or book that relates to early

     childhood curriculum. 

2.  Type a summary of each article and its relevance for early childhood educators.

      No more than a half of a page – you will share this in class – it is not to be read but

      Summarized with the class to capture the main points of interest.

3.  Include bibliographical information/cite sources. (go to the LPC’s library link on the

     internet for appropriate format)

_________________________________________________

Enrichment Materials

#1-10 in the third column on pages 2 and 3
You are to bring the item on the date designated in the syllabus and orally include:

(I encourage you to find something new and interesting for each enrichment area.  The class greatly benefits with new ideas and materials.)  

On a 4 X 6 Card to be turned in when each enrichment material is due: 

1.  List the number the enrichment assignment and the name of the item

2.  Name two areas of development that are enhanced (and how) when children use the material?

3.  If it is a music or literature selection be sure to include the title and author/artist of 

     the selection.  

4.  Cite the source where the idea or material was found or the idea generated.

The following are the items that you will be bringing over the semester

*1  Block Accessory

*2  Dramatic Play Prop

*3  Art Material

*4  Manipulative Toy or Cognitive Game

*5  Sensory Activity or Material

*6  Science Material or Engaging Science Activity

*7  Children’s Book

*8  Song, Circle Game, or Movement Activity
*9  Fingerplay

*10 Outdoor Play Material or Activity                    

Activity/ Enhancement Project
During the semester you will be required to provide materials for varying interest areas within 

the early childhood classroom.  The written assignment will require planning, set-up,

 facilitation, and evaluations of the materials/activity.  The assignment is detailed below.

Signup sheets will be in class.

Your project will consist of the following 4 components:
I.  The Plan
  1.  Plan (What materials, equipment and preparation are needed)

  2. Display goals and objectives that include the 5 areas of

      development, and the objectives that may be obtained in each area through this activity.

  3.  Implementation and Documentation (Include samples of student’s work or photographs

       to depict the activity.)  Use it for a display during your oral presentation 

  II.  Time Sampling-Implementation and Documentation
    1.  Record the date, time, and name of the program

    2.  Indicate the number and age range of the children involved

    3.  Identify the adults involved and note their roles 

         (teacher, co- teacher, volunteer, etc.)  

    4.  Describe the interaction with materials and with one another.  Provide a record (anecdotal

         records-brief observational notes- words/actions) of what takes place during the activity.

         In your record include how children vary in their approach to the activity.  

III.   Evaluation/Summary 
    1.  How did you plan for the activity?

    2.  How did you introduce the activity?

    3.  How are the varying developmental levels of children accommodated in this activity?  Is

         the activity developmentally appropriate?  Why or why not?  

    4.  Did you modify or make changes during the activity?  If so, explain.

    5.  Did the activity meet the goals and objectives that you planned?

         Yes/No?  Explain and give examples to support your answer.

    6.  How did you end the activity?

    7.  Based on children’s interest and needs what could you add to encourage further

         exploration?

      Turn in the typed Project that addresses the areas and questions noted above.  This is to be

      turned in on the day of your presentation.

V. Present Documentation on a poster board  to share within the college classroom

    1.  Bring photographs and when possible samples of children’s work.

    2.  Orally briefly summarize and depict your project for the class.

    3.  Tell us what worked well and what you would change and why? 

    4.  Include a teacher/s perspective on the poster & quotes from the children 

        At the time of the presentation turn in typed written Project that addresses the areas and

        questions noted above in section I - IV. 

Journal- Blackboard Response to Reading and Class Session

There will be four journal items that will be posted on Blackboard throughout the semester.  The questions or situations will delve into varying aspects of curriculum philosophy, environmental considerations, personal elements, and critical analysis of developmental and culturally appropriate environments.  Your responses will be evaluated based on your thoughtful analysis and support for your position that includes cited information from the text AND classroom lecture and discussion.  12.5 points possible for each journal X 4 = 50 points

The response should be 1-2 pages in length. Any journal longer than two pages will not be read by the instructor.

To login to blackboard go to http://clpccd.blackboard.com/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp
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