Manipulatives/Table 


toys





Areas Enhanced
*  small motor
* eye hand coordination
*  MATH SKILLS    
-cognitive     

-language
-social-emotional    

-creative development
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REMEMBER 




*BORN INVESTIGATORS
*PLAY ALLOWS CHILDREN TO                             DISCOVER MATH 
"Children need to manipulate in order to provide the brain with the sensory stimuli necessary to form logical thought.”

            (Williams & Kamii 1985)

Learn math by DOING
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AREAS OF MATH TO INCLUDE
1. Sorting and Classifying       


    Group of objects that have

    common characteristics
2. One-to-one correspondence  


   The ability to match objects one with

    another because they belong together
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3.  Ordering and seriating  


    Order objects by size, texture, taste, color, 

    sound...ascending or descending order

4.  Counting     


    The ability to name numbers in a fixed               sequence & apply this to one object at a time,     arriving at a total 
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5.  Patterning-     


Sequence of colors, shapes, objects, sounds,       or movements that repeats itself

6.  Problem solving   


Applying math in workable ways
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7.  Measuring and estimating  


Involves determining amounts

8.  Visual/spatial skills 


Spatial intuitive feel for one’s surroundings       and the objects in them

Children will develop a foundation for mathematical reasoning as they practice these eight skills.
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Every area in room 


ripe for math explorations
-Sand/Water
-Block
-Dramatic play
-Science/Cooking
-Art
-Playground beyond
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Setting up Basics within your classroom

Four rules to remember



1.  Provide quality materials
2.  Vary materials to encourage new and               different  math explorations

3.  Set up materials to encourage children to       explore on their own
4.  Plan for children to learn together
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Physical Environment



Area

Furnishings
Materials
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Teacher's Role
     


*INFORMAL 

*OPEN-ENDED

[image: image13.wmf]
*CHILD-DIRECTED PLAY

*AMPLE OPPORTUNITIES

*OBSERVE - LOOK WAYS TO EXTEND

*SHOW GENUINE INTEREST

*ACCEPTANCE OF THEIR MATH

  REASONING
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How can we help parents understand 
the value of table toys?
*Observation

*Play with materials and discuss

  value

*Through written word-newsletter,

   handout..

*Photographs

*Notes sent home about child's

  accomplishments or work in 

  progress...
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Teacher's Role
