Physical Environment

You are a child

1.  What would make the environment comfortable?
2.  What activities would you choose to be involved with?
3.  What kind of support would you appreciate from others?

Use this as your guide when working with young children

Arrangement matters-

It effects child & adult behavior (Teets)

Ecological study of living things & environment

ex.  (elevators, bathroom stalls, big open spaces)
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Tips on Room Arrangement
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1.  Use furniture & divders to break up space

2.  Create visual barriers between learning centers

3.  Plan for flexible use of furniture & space

4.  Think about where children will walk

5.  Similar activity level together

6.  Include different levels in design

7.  Create system for movement between centers

8.  Beautify room  [image: image3.wmf]
Setting Up Learning Centers

Why Centers?

-independent

-individually  or as a group

-clear expectations

-move at their own rate

Reflection of the Classrooms Curricular Goals

Health and Safety

1.  Emergency Plan

2.  Entrances & Exits

3.  Doors

4.  Traffic Areas

5.  Furniture

6.  Corners – Edges

7.  Repairs

8.  Electrical Outlets

9.  Cords

10.  Safety Latches

11.  Non-poisonous Plants

12.  H2O temperature

13.  Pets cages…clean

Designing a Center from Scratch

1.  Unchangables (givens)
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