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observed children - noted stages

 Block area
-potential to provide

 imagination

-symbolic
-children independent & active role

-process important 

-achieve mastery
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Stages of Block Development
1. EXPLORATORY & RANDOM

    PLAY
2.  ROWS
3.  BRIDGING
4.  ENCLOSURES

5.  DECORATIVE
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6.  REPRESENTATION
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What Children Learn 
Physical-

Emotional-

Social-

Creative-

Cognitive/Language-
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Buying and storing tips

-kind - hardwood

-shelving- lots of space

 low shelves   
-store same size together

-smallest to largest

-large space, low pile

-away from traffic 

-view other areas
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Encourage Block Play
widen the variety of shapes

encourage all children

(pictures in catalogs)

clear plastic storage

accessories interesting
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Rules?
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Role of Teacher

*value the play verbal and     nonverbal
-sit in area

-help express self & be heard

-help in disputes
-comments, support,

 not domination

-child active role to direct play
-follow child’s lead

 accessories, questions, extend their

 learning     

-clear expectations

-write labels

-tell stories

-use other media to add details
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