Cognitive Development of Preschoolers

3 approaches

1.  Psychometrics

2.  Information Processing

3.  Piagetian Theory

Preoperational Stage (2-6)

1.  Development of symbols


actions        


talking


deferred imitation 

2.  Development of reasoning


egocentric


based on causal relationships


centering


conservation
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Preschoolers have difficulty with Fantasy & Reality


value and encourage imagination

   
need to identify reality


animism – due to egocentrism

Imaginary Companions

15-30% of 3-10 year olds 

Lying 

treat casually

general faith in child’s honesty
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Readiness

-not formal learning

-developmentally appropriate environment

-motivation                                

Attitudes and Feeling Influence Learning

Learned best when valued as a person

-give attention to child’s efforts

-treat questions with respect-seeking answers

-appreciate their works/effort/process

-give encouragement

-help bear disappointment & failures 

Positive self esteem nourishes intellectual growth
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