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Catalog Description

Development of the child from prenatal life to early childhood; developmental characteristics, influences affecting development in prenatal life and infancy; individual differences; physical, emotional, intellectual and social development.  Emphasis on scientific method, research strategies, historical overview, social and cultural context, methods of observing children, and theories.

3 units

Text:
A Child’s World Infancy through Adolescence

Authors:

Diane E. Papalia, Sally Wendkos Olds, and Ruth Duskin Feldman

Requirements:

1.  Read the assignments in the text and other sources.

2.  Attend class regularly.

3.  Four quizzes

4.  One Descriptive Narrative Observation of an Infant (0-18mths.) or Toddler (18-30mths.) 

5.  Anecdotal Records (depicting one child between (3 - 6 years of age) in a childcare setting

6.  One Topical Interest Report and Poster Presentation 

7.  Class Participation 

Evaluation:                                     

1.  4 Quizzes (3) X 30 = 90 pts. (the lowest quiz is dropped)        

2.  Infant or Toddler

     Observation               25 pts.             

                                          


Grading:

3.  Early Childhood  
                     
A 193-215

     Anecdotal Records   25 pts.           
B 172-192          

                                           

C 150-171  

4.  Topical Interest         35 pts.       
D 129-149    

     Report & Poster Presentation             F  128 or below

5. Evaluate & Reflect     15pts.

6.  Participation     
      25 pts.

                                       215 pts                

   Date                       Topic and Assignments                                             Reading Assignments Completed

	
	Theory & Research in Child Development 
	

	Jan. 19th
	 Introduction  Studying a Child’s World
	Chapter 1

	Jan. 24th
	Theoretical Perspectives
	

	Jan. 26th
	Theoretical Perspectives
	

	Jan. 31st
	Approaches in Studying Children
	Chapter 2

	Feb. 2nd
	Approaches in Studying Children
	

	Feb. 7th
	Review
	

	Feb. 9th
	Foundations of Development

Quiz 1
	

	Feb. 14th
	Conception, Heredity, and Environment
	Chapter 3

	Feb. 16th
	Conception, Heredity, and Environment
	

	Feb. 21st
	No Class – President’s Holiday
	

	Feb. 23rd
	Pregnancy and Prenatal Development
	Chapter 4

	Feb. 28th
	Pregnancy and Prenatal Development
	

	March 2nd
	Birth and the Newborn
	Chapter 5 

	March 7th
	Birth and the Newborn
	Chapter 5

	March 9th
	Infant and Toddler Development 

Quiz 2 

Physical Development and Health 
	Chapter 6

	March 14th
	Physical Development and Health
	

	March 16th
	Cognitive Development
	Chapter 7

	March 21st
	Cognitive Development/Narrative Observation Due
	

	March 23rd
	Psychosocial Development
	Chapter 8

	March 28th
	Psychosocial Development
	

	March 30th
	Topical Interest Poster Presentation & Report
	

	April 4th
	Topical Interest Poster Presentation & Report
	

	April 6th
	Quiz 3

Early Childhood Development 

Physical Development and Health
	

	April 11th
	Physical Development and Health
	Chapter 9

	April 13th
	Cognitive Development
	Chapter 10

	April 18th
	No Class – Spring Break
	

	April 20th
	No Class – Spring Break
	

	April 25th
	Cognitive Development
	

	April 27th
	Psychosocial Development/Anecdotal Record Due
	

	May 2nd
	Psychosocial Development
	Chapter 11

	May 4th
	Psychosocial Development
	Chapter 11

	May 9th
	Topical Interest Poster Presentation & Report
	

	May 11th
	Topical Interest Poster Presentation & Report
	

	May 16th
	Topical Interest Poster Presentation & Report
	

	May 18th
	Review
	

	May 23rd
	Final – Quiz 4 
	7:30-9:20am


Assignments                                    
Date due
       Quiz 1 (Chapters 1, and 2)



Feb. 9th

        Quiz 2 (Chapter 3, 4, and 5)



March 9th  


     Narrative Observation of Infant or Toddler  
March 21st

     Quiz 3 (Chapter 6, 7, and 8)



April 6th

     Preschool Anecdotal Records Due


April 27th
    Final - Quiz 4 (Chapters 9, 10, and 11)

May 25th


Evaluate/Reflect on Presentations    


   Topical Interest Reports are due based on the sign-up sheet 

      Dates Include: March 30th, April 4th, May 9th, May 11th and May 16th  

The Learning Environment 

Our goal is to create a classroom climate that is respectful, inclusive and engaging.  The content of the

course will be explored through a variety of methods which include: lecture, discussion, small group

activities, readings, presentations and assignments.  Opportunities will be provided to acquire  

information, utilize critical thinking, and draw upon personal experience and knowledge to support 

your learning.  Students play a dynamic role in their own learning experience and the learning of others.

Course Policies and Procedures
· Active involvement and  participation will be graded 

· Reading needs to be completed by the assigned date

· Laptops are not allowed in class 

· Children are not allowed in class

· Assignments are due on time.

· If you are absent, you are expected to have your assignment turned in by a classmate.  Or you may leave them in Building 100, in my box, the date that they are received is stamped on the assignment.

· Late assignments will be graded down 5 points for each week they are late.

· Assignments more that 2 weeks late will NOT be accepted.

· Please arrange for a classmate to get any paper work that you may miss if you are absent or from instructor during office hours

· Only typewritten hard copies will be graded

· There are NO make-up quizzes.  If you miss a quiz you need to do the study guide for those chapters.

· Plagiarizing on the Topical Interest Report will result in a zero on the assignment

· Assignments that are emailed will not be accepted or graded.
General Information

· Blackboard  will have your grades and some hand-outs posted.

 Log-in to Blackboard @ http://clpccd.blackboard.com
· Lecture Framework will be on my website @ laspositascollege.edu   

· Be sure to put your name on everything you turn in.

· A majority of questions in each quiz are multiple choice, and true and false.  The questions are taken from the text, mini lectures and other course content.  There will also be short answer questions with each quiz.

Infant or Toddler Narrative Observation
The child to be observed is from birth to 30 months of age

There are two parts to this assignment

Part 1
Observe an infant or toddler, in a natural environment (comfortable setting that the child is accustomed to, with familiar objects and the individuals are interacting in their everyday way).  Observe a setting where the child has freedom of movement, objects for exploration, and preferably with another child or adult in the environment.  You are to first record the child’s initials, age in years and months, time, description of the setting, the number of adults, their roles, along with the number of children present. See below how the headings are to be set up.:  

Introductory Information

· Child’s Initials:

· Age: (in months or years and months)

· Time:

· Setting:

· Number of adults and their roles:

· Number of children present:

The Descriptive Narrative Observation follows
· 30 minute descriptive narrative observation on an infant (birth – 18 months) or a toddler (18-30 months)

· Put the information in paragraph

· Type the 30 minute narrative observation.  

· Attach your notes

· No more than 3 pages

· Use the parts in your notes that convey the greatest degree of insight into the child’s temperament and skills. 

Guidelines on creating a Descriptive Narrative Observation

Write in as much detail as possible what the child does, including responses to the actions of others.  In recording behavior in descriptive narrative format the goal is to describe actual behaviors and to exclude statements of inference or evaluation.  Describing actual behaviors is often referred to as reporting.  It is important that you learn to clearly differentiate between reporting, inferring and evaluating.  Reporting is simply focusing on what is before you in as much detail as possible.  Inferring is going beyond what you actually see and trying to guess at the underlying feelings, goals, or causes that might explain the behavior.  Evaluating is making a judgment about the behavior you see, whether it desirable, positive or negative, mature or immature.  It is useful to clearly differentiate between these processes and especially to develop the habit of relating each inference and evaluative statement to the actual behavior observed.  In this observation include only reporting statements.  Evaluation comments such as “advanced", "good", ‘mature", “delayed for his/her age"... are not to be included. You are not to guess or interpret what you think is going on or the reasoning.  Just report by objectively focusing on what the child is doing before you without forming conclusions.
Reminders from “Becoming a Teacher of Young Children” by Lay and Dopyera

· Children will be less distracted by your presence if you sit or kneel.

· Be as unobtrusive as possible and do not become involved in the children's activity...

· If a child tries to talk with you, asks for your help (non-emergency) or  asks  what you are doing, reply that you  are doing your work, that you are learning  about what children are like, but do not encourage further conversation.

· Try not to laugh, frown, or in any way react to either the child you are observing or the other children in the setting.

· Never talk about a given child to other adults if either that child or the other children are within hearing...

· Observe only with permission, keep names and data confidential.

Part 2  

The explanation and analysis of the descriptive narrative observation will be done in class.

Early Childhood Anecdotal Record Assignment- Conducted in a Classroom Setting
The records are to be on one child between 3-6 years of age

An anecdotal record recognizes important developmental events in individual children’s lives as they occur.  The recording is brief and gives a clear account of the behaviors. It is stated in an objective and descriptive manner.  It captures an incident that may be a few seconds or may last minutes.  It tells when, where, who, and what.  It does not answer why this is called an inference.  An inference is an informed judgment or conclusion based on the observation.  Inferences are not to be within your anecdotal record. 

There will be a comment section where you will compare what you witnessed with what is expected for a child that age in each area of development. 

The Anecdotal Records are to be collected at an early childhood classroom or family childcare setting

· The same child is to be observed  for each of the anecdotal records

· Each record depicts one area of development

· In total you will have 8 anecdotal records

· You are to include 4 developmental areas (Two records from each of the 4 developmental areas chosen)

· Choose 4 from the following areas: Physical, Cognitive, Social, Language and Literacy, Social, and Emotional Development 

· Two additional anecdotal records can be included for extra credit, making a total of 10 records 

· Include the following general information at the beginning of the report include: the date, the time, the initials of the child, the age of the child, the kind of childcare setting, the number of children present, the age range of the children, the adults present and their roles 

· Before each anecdotal record include: the area of development, along with the “specific” setting in which the observation takes place, then the record

· Each anecdotal record should only take approximately a 1/2 of page 

Anecdotal Record

Format 

General Information to be included in the beginning of the report

· The Date of Observation

· The Time of the Observation

· The Child’s Initials or a fictional name

· The Age of the child

· The Context / General Setting – Kind of childcare setting, number of children, the age range of the children present, the adults present and their roles 

The Specific Anecdotal Record

· State the area of development of the sampling

· Describe the “specific” area or setting where the child’s behavior is being observed.  (Ex. the children are at free play and the child is being observed in the dramatic play area where a hospital theme is set up.  There are three children in the area. 

· The Anecdotal record or event is a short observation that is detailed and objective and conveys information regarding the child’s developmental abilities.  

If more than 1 area of development is depicted in a situation you can use the same episode to depict 2 areas of development.  Each sampling needs to focus specifically on the area of development being conveyed. Provide different samplings for each of the areas.

Example of Anecdotal Record 

General Information (just state this information in the beginning of the record)

Date: 1/19/10

Time: 8:30 am

Child’s initials: K.M.

Age of child: 4 years 5 months

General setting: Co-Op playschool (all day care).  In this class room, there are 11-15 four-year-olds, one teacher, and at least one teacher aide.  .  

pe

Specific Anecdotal Record 

Area of Development:  Physical / Gross Motor Skills
Area setting:  All children are outside and all just got called to line up to go inside for circle time.

Anecdotal record/event:  K.M. and one of her friends, Katie, are chasing each other around the playground when they got called to get to their class lines to go back inside for circle time.  Both girls immediately stopped chasing each other and began to skip, alternating feet, over to the other side of the playground, where their classroom is located. .

Comment/Analysis Section(below is sample and explanation):  

According to “The Portfolio Book”, four-year-old children run well, but skip unevenly.  K.M. showed she is a bit more advanced for her age in this area because she had the ability to skip smoothly.

As a teacher I would provide opportunities with space, music, and props that encourage locomotion and the development of these skills. I would incorporate games that include locomotion and movement. 

There are 3 Parts

· General Information

· Specific Anecdotal Record

· Comment/Analysis

· Comparing to a source on Blackboard

· Suggesting what a teacher might do to foster development based on the observational record

The Comment/Analysis section of the anecdotal records will be explained and began in class

· For each record tell what you learned about the child’s capabilities or areas in need of strengthening in that area based on your record.  
· Compare what was observed (be specific) with the information cited in one of the two sources that will be given out in class.   
· Write what a teacher could do to support or enhance the skill observed through a play based curriculum.  
· Cite the source of the resource that you used for each area and what was stated in that source that corresponds with what you observed.   
Topical Interest Report
Research is to be carried out on a topic of interest related to child growth and development.   

Two requirements:


· A written report

· A poster presentation 

· Each individual should have a different topic 

Written report:


· 3 written sources (other than our textbook)  

· Use APA or MLA format 

· Your paper will not be accepted or considered complete without this documentation.

· Sources are to be cited within the report along with a works cited page at the end

· .Length: 4-6 pages 

Poster Presentation: 

·  Provide key information to highlight your research.

· Including pictures or graphs, or pamphlets to support your presentation

· Attractively display your information

· Address questions asked from the group. 
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