LAS POSITAS COLLEGE

Psychology 1 – Spring 2001

Study Guide for Chapter two

Here are some key terms and concepts with which you should be familiar from chapter two.  Please sure to read the chapter section that relates to each term. It’s not necessarily sufficient to just define the term.

1. What is biopsychology?  What’s the significance of the term?

2. What are the basic parts of a neuron?  What’s the function of each?

3. What are the two functions of a neuron?

4. What’s the difference between the resting potential, the graded potential and the action potential?

5. What’s the significance of the “all-or-none response?”

6. What is the myelin sheath and why is it important?

7. What are axon terminals and why are they important?

8. What are the synaptic vesicles?  What do they contain?

9. What is reuptake?

10. What is a synapse?

11. What does it mean that neural transmission involves “depolarization?”

12. What are neurotransmitters?  Why are they important to neural transmission?

13.   What are 3 examples of neurotransmitters and how do they influence behavior?

14. What’s the difference between excitatory and inhibitory neurotransmitters?

15. What are the major components/divisions  of the human nervous system?

16. What are the two parts of the central nervous system?  What’s the difference between afferent and efferent nerves?

17. What are some ways of studying the nervous system?  Be able to describe each.

18. How does the EEG work?

19. What is brain scanning and what are three methods of doing brain scans?  Be able to describe each.

20. What is ESB?

21. Regarding the brain:  what are three structures located in the brain stem?  What functions are associated with each?

22. Where is the cerebellum located in the brain and what functions does it control?

23. What brain structures are associated with motivation and emotion?  Be able to describe the functions that go with each structure?

24. What is homeostasis and how is it related to the hypothalamus?

25. What structures are located in the limbic system and why are they important for understanding behavior?

26. What is the cerebral cortex?

27. Be able to identify each of the four lobes of the cortex and indicate what functions to with each lobe.

28. Where is language controlled in the brain?  What is the Wernicke-Geschwind model for understanding language?  What is Broca’s Area?

29. What does lateralization of function mean?  What functions are associated with each of the cerebral hemispheres?

30. What’s the importance of the corpus callosum?

You can skip the section on the Endocrine System – pages 67-68

31.  How are genetic factors related to several aspects of behavior? (Look to  lecture for this item)
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