LAS POSITAS COLLEGE

Psychology 1

Study Guide for Chapter One

Be familiar with the following key terms and concepts from the chapter.  You should be able to define and/or describe each item and read what the text has to say about each item.  In other words, be familiar with the chapter section that introduces and discusses each item from the guide.

Behaviorism

Psychology

Nature-nurture question

Theories

Hypotheses

Systematic observation

Correlation

Experimentation

Naturalistic Observation

Case method

Survey method

Sampling

Independent variable

Dependent variable

Confounding variable

Random assignment of subjects

Informed consent

Debriefing

Who is W. Wundt?  What is his significance in the development of psychology?

What is Structuralism?  What is introspection?

What is Behaviorism?  Who is considered to be the founder of Behaviorism?

What are the three “grand issues”  psychology studies?

What’s the difference between a psychologist and a psychiatrist?

What problems result from the overuse the of “common sense” approach to studying behavior?

What are two methods of doing naturalistic observation? (from lecture)

What are the three goals of psychology?  (from lecture)

What is the definition of psychology given in lecture and how does it differ from the definition found in the text?

How is correlation measured?  What’s the difference between positive and negative correlation?

What’s the limitation of correlational research?

What’s the difference between Rationalism and Empiricism?

What does the term “cognitive processes” refer to?

What’s the essence of the scientific method?

What’s meant by the term “confirmation bias?”
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